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A Journey South

Art Form: Music Music irPAmerica has been affted,infuenced and
Style: Traditional changed since the Pbrst colonies huedis of yar ag.
Culture: United States/Americana The brst settlers themsedg were from difierent
countries in Euppe and @erseasso it is easy to
understand that mch of our curent music tody is
based upon msic that was "caied" to America oer
hundreds of yar by people aound the world yet
created a-nw in the states.
In the southern United StateBrench arived in a éw
different waves of populationincluding those settlers
who leftAcadia (h@v Nova Scotia in Canada) looking
for land in theAmericas.French Cajuns still levin the
bayous and farmland of mogtLouisiana todastill
speaking their wn style of Fench and pling their
Cajun accadions. The Cajunbastrangue or triangle is
still a popular rigthm instrument in these Cajun bands
The strange sounding mouth harp onjharp is still
played some in théppalachian mountainglade fom
a little piece of u-sh@ed metal with adrk or
"twanger" in the midle, these types of instruments ar
found in a variety of countries aund the world and
hae been plged for thousands of gar
Banjos ilAmerican nusic came fsm an idea fom
WestAfrica. Exen the namebanjo is beliered to have
came fom anAfrican instrument calletlanjar, a gurd-
like plucled lute
The dobro (doe-bro) was a inention that put a speak
inside a guitardr natural amplibcation of the sound
during the ea#t dgys of the brst ecordings ér records
and phonogrphs.
The washtub bass was a cpasay of making a bass
from a old wash tub using a string and adim handle
Een washboats were used to plg a rhythm in earlier
times inAmerican nusic This
practical "instrument" became
very popular with Zydeco msig
music of the Ceoles in the south.
The trgp drum set was unique
invention also in the dgs of eay
jazz nusic in Nev Orleans whee
mary drums (snag, bass drum,
toms,cymbal) vere all set up in
front of one stationay plaser. It
changed the course of drumming
for years to come!
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The Goin O South Bandis composed of some of
America®Pnest pofessional rasicians and st/
educators trained in the skills and techniques of the
musical ars and scienced.ed ly director and bdle
player John Zeretzke, the group has toued the west coast
for over 6 years perbrming br thousands of students in
schools aapss Calibrnia. All the musicians a
composerssongwritersproducersaudio engineers,
recording atists and experienced penfmers and
soloists. Mary of the nusicians ecord and compose
music br television feature PIms and maesmusic br
theater and ballet and a variety of other endea in the
arts. The band members includéc Koler, Paul Lacques,
Mike McClellan, Fred Sokolow andjohn Zeretzke.

The Goin South Band brings audiences a homespun
performance of traditional msic fom the southeastern
United StatesThe nusic pesented mg hare been
created hee onAmerican soilbut it was inBuencedyb
the native cultures of immigrants who came to this
country from all over the world. You will hear nusic of
the French Cajuns dm LouisiandyackwodsAppalachian
mountain tunedNew Orleans steet jazzZydeco rnusic of
the Creoles3ute nusic of the Cheokee Indianghe

roots of blues and bottleneck guitar styles along with a
host of other nusical teats and innegations.This
fascinating exploration and
educational pedrmance
includes oer 20 unique
historicalAmerican instruments;
it will open students® minds anc
heatts into the history and pots
of southern nusic The audience
will be talen on a journg
through the backaads of the
south United States to diseer
the rich and varied textugs of
diverseAmerican nusic




DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

« What were some of pur favorite musical instruments?
List them.

« What were some of pur favorite musical styles? Can
you remember what people eated these types of
music?

« Discuss what inngations and infBuences changed or
helped to ceate nev sounds irAmerica. (ex:The
French fom France and Canada helped teate and
inBuence Cajun wosic in the southern United States).

» Does aryone in yur household pkaan "American”
instrument?What males it anAmerican idea®hat
males a cetain instrument a unrsal idea? Does
playing an instruments a ci&in "style" mag& a
difference?

« What selections wre "dance" selections®/hat
pieces vere "listening" selections®ere there pieces
that were "marching"” or parade selections?

FRAMEWORK FOCUS - HISTORY/SOC STUDIES:

Reseath the nusig literature and histoy of the Cajun
people The library and internet mg provide mag
resources. Mary folk tales and stories tell of the Cajun
people their hard times inAmericatheir joys and
sorrows as an immigrant peopl®ead some of their
stories and dlk talesthen discuss theoflowing:

What other folk tales and stories @m around the
world are similar in plotcharacter or message to
the Cajun stories?

What are debning elements or styles of the Cajun
folk tales that truy male them "Cajun"? (setting,
languaggaccentplot, charactersetc.)

What superstitions a& popular in tales in the south?

What styles or types ofdod are popular with the
Cajuns and with the south?

Select one ara (superstitiondpod,languageustoms,
folk tales) fom abore;reseach that aea and eport
your bndings to the class.
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ACTIVITIES TO ENHANCE THE EXPERIENCE:

D 1g Bands iAmerica were popular at the turn of
the centutly and in the eayl 1920sWhat were the
instruments in auh Band? List ther@ollect as
mary of these instruments aoy canyouOll need to
male some of themTry to play a tune with wpur
new homemadeulh band.Much ofAmerican nusic
in earlier times was homemade andygla by
everyone!

& Listen to some selections of egrlazz msic
Where did jazz come &m2What group of people
mostl inBuenced the eation of this nusic (and
Blues)? Hw did jazz changever the years? List
different types or styles of jazz in theosld today.

s#D!What famous Blues usicians a still living todg?
What type of nusic plged todey was inBuencedyb
Blues nusic yars ag? Where did Blues get its star
in America?

D! Oh Brother, Where Art
Thou? is a avard-
winning maie about
the south that is blled
with traditional
AmericaView music of
the movie. Discuss
and list the man
different types/styles of msic that was seen and
head in the movie. Beside that columiist the
occasion the msic was being plad for. (ex:Chain
gang song -of working). What emotions @ with
each song®Vhat is the message that is being
expressed?

=! Ask students to write a "eview" of the
performance 6r an absent friend or their pants.
They should include a description of theusic and
the instrumentsthe cultures presented and
audience esponse They mg also want to sha
their impressions of har the music afcted the
audienceand which songs seemed most

gopreciated.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES:

Saxon andallantGumbo Ya-Ya, Folktales of Louisiana.
Pelican Publishing Compafretna,Louisianal987

http://www.zworldmusiccom
http://bluesyrics.tripod.com
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