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MEET THE ARTIST:

Jim Gamhl®unding diector of the Art of Puppets
and Marionettes, is an internationall respected
puppet designer and perimer known for his gpealing
productions and beautifylicrafted puppetddis dynamic

compay,founded in 1972 and composed of accomplishe

puppeteers and puppet mais,has an eclecticapertoire
that includegReter and th@/olf,Carnival of th&nimal3he
Nutcader, Hansel and @telJales of th&shantandMyths
of theAztecsEach poduction katures familiar classical
music or an original scex Strongly committed to
educationthe compaw periorms in hundeds of
Calibrnia schools arumally and in theates and stivals
throughout the US.Euope,Asia and the Midle Eastln
2001 Jim Gamble was the gnhmerican to perbrm at
the Obratsor Puppefheatre in Moscaev in celebration of
100Years of Russian PuppgtNational gopearances
include the Childen€Theatre Series in Haaii and the
International Childen®Festival in San DiegAmong the
compary® mary avards ae the Parents ChoicandGolden
Appleawards br their video seriesand thePesidersO
Avard from the PuppetesrofAmerca

ABOUT THE PERFORMANCE:

Through the lens of a giant magnifying glass and with th

help of an amazingray of shadev and 1od puppetsthis
delightful poduction brings to Ilé the ancient and
fascinating\ztec cultue. The Myths of thztecds an
imaginatig mix of music and stoy that unblds through
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PREPARING FOR THE EXPERIENCE:

Myths ae stories that almost all ancient cules
created in oder to male sense of the wrld around
them.!Initialy told orally and passed den from one
generation to the nextnyths expessed the beliefs of &
culture and attempted to explain the@fces of natue
such as rain or drught,the Rash of lightning or
destructive stormsToday we hae the eath and social
sciences to help us understand ouorkd, but long ag
gods and gddesses wre believed to hae the power
to create lig, order deathprotect people against
famine ly assuring abundant hasts explain a
society's lews and éstivalsand model human betair.

Originall, the Aztecs vere a small tribe fsm northern
Mexico who settled in th&/alley of Mexico in 1250 and
established the city @enochtitlan in 13438uilt on an
island in the midle of Lalke TexcocqTenochtitlan gew
into the largestecleanest and most beautiful city of its
time, with 3oating gadensan intricate system of canals
and a causeay to the mainland’heAztecs built
beautiful temples honoring theiods.They valued
discipline and ,ed nusic and poety. They were also
highyy militaristic and gew wealthy and paverful by
conquering their neighbors tbugh warexacting
tributes from them.In 1519 Spanish conquistades led
by Herntn CotZs arived on the coast of Mexico
Within two years theAztecs vere conqueed,their
cities plundeed.Mary died fom diseases the Spanish
brought.

Puppet theate has its oots in 17th centuy Ital.At
that time, troupes of traeling actors ceated
charactersdr performance that golved into standad
puppet character3here are mary types of puppets

the conversations of agung by and an
archeologistSpeaking in Spanish and
English and using historical and
archeological elements and fadtgp
puppeteers pesent the stoy of theAztecs
journey fromAtzlan toTenochtitlanand
the myth of how music was bought to the
AztecsThe perbrmance includes a by
cast ofAztec characters andogls.!'The
audience is wited to learn a song and
Aztec words,and to paticipate in the
young bg's journey of discarery.

and their names indicate the
ways in which thg operate
Hand puppets a& manipulated
by the puppeteers handod
puppets ae worked with sticks,
and shadw puppets vork with
the use of light and its pjected
shadav. Marionettes mee
freel,and ae manipulatedypa
combination of stringsyires,or
rods attached to hand-held
controls abare the puppet.




DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

¥ What was wur favorite part of The Myth of thaztec®
Why?

¥ What kinds of éelings did gu have as pu watched
the perbrmance? Did the mmsic sound e#écts and
different languages enrich the stories?itio

¥ What did you think of theAztec gods?!Did gu hae a
favorite?Why?

¥ Have you ever head Spanish and English used
together in a peidrmance®hen? Could gu sy the
words in Nahuatl (théztec language)?

¥ What did you think about the puppets in this
performance? Hw did they help yu to understand
the stories? Hee you seen puppets likthis bebre?

FRAMEWORK FOCUS - VISUAL ARTS:

TheAztecs ceated a language composed of piesur
called gilphswhich they used to epresent objects or
ideaslnstead of wrds and sentencethey created
scenes with their gpbhsThese scenes &ve used 6r
mary reasonssuch as ecording their histoy, presewing
and teaching theiraligionkeeping track of the stars and
planetay movementsmapping land the owned and
noting tributes the collectedThe gyphs vere dravn on
paper made fom bark.!Sheets &re glued together to
male a long accation-like book that theAztecs called a
codex.

Have students ceate their avn picture language in
which they male a series of gphs to epresentpeople
ideas or objects impdant to them.On one large piece
of paper, have students drav 10-15 gyphs and then label
each to emember what thg representOn another
piece of paer, hare students use their gphs to ceate
one to b scenes in which tlyetell some kind of stoy

or record an efent.Once the scenes arcreatedask
students to sha their codices with each other to see if
they can decipher each others stories.

Legend# I Artistic perception

# # I%2 Creative expression

# # Historical & cultural context

# # # Aesthetic valuing

# # $ ConnectionsRelationsApplications

ACTIVITIES TO ENHANCE THE EXPERIENCE:

%# Hold a storytelling hour with pur class using some
of their fasorite myths fairy talespr stories from
contemporay literature.Ask students to select a
character!fom one of the stories to makas a
puppet.!On a simple puppet stage or ptath!in the
front of your classhase students use their puppets to
pantomime the action of the stgras yu read
along.!Orhare students tak on the wices of the
puppet!characters and bring the stoto life in a puppet

play.

# # Have your students ead a ceation nyth from
another cultue such as Bgpt,Native Americayietnam,
Africa or IndiaAsk them to shae their version with the
classthen compae these ersions with arAztec
creation nyth.Discuss their difrences and similarities.

"# On a map, identify and label the places in South and
North America that Spain expled and then colonized
in the 16th,17th and 18th centuriesName the peoples
who were conqueed.

# # Living together as friends is one lesson in cultural
diversity we all must learnHow mary diferent
languages do the students iouwy classoom speak?
Findlout hav to say friend in Nahuatl and as manther
languages as possiliale a list on the boatt and
practice the ponunciation in the various languages.
Have students ceate a giph that symbolizes "friend."
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