STUDENT WORKSHOP

LEONARD CROFOOT
Dance Workshops

MEET THE ARTIST:

Leonard Crofoot is a hight professional dancer
choreograher, singeyand actorHis vast cedits include
roles in Boadwa musicalsas vell work for television,
PIm and concdrdanceAs a yung by he had polio and
to strengthen his mscleshis paents enplled him in
dance classedde not only healed his bodiput developed
into an inspiring and divse dance dist. His list of
Broadwg musicals includeBarrum,with Jim Dale and
Glen Closein which he originated theole of General
TomThumb;Gigi,with Alfred Dralke andAgnes
MooreheadGrind,with BenVereen and StubpKaye;The
Happy Time, with Robeit Goulet and DaidWayne,
choreogrgphed ty Gower Championand Come Summer
directed and chagographed ty Agnes de MilleHe has
been éatured in the Nationalours of such shas as
Hello Dolly,with Carol Channing and Ely Braclen,
Barrum,andTen Stout Heared Menwith Carol Channing.

Mr. Crofoot has co-stared in Stafrek,the Next
GenerationSaed by the BellandThe Oldest Rookiehas
been &atured in Once Upon a Mattss with Caol
Burnett,and had a suppting role in Pinocchio with
Danry Ka/e. Being a talented dancéeonad has also
performed fatured solos at the 50th§7th and 69th
Acadeny Awards.Fortunatel, he has trained with some of
the most outstanding acting coaches and eograhers
of the 20th centuy preparing him to dance with
international recognized companies suchTd® Bolshoi
Ballet Compay andThe Kirov Ballet Compay In 1996,
he wrote a one-man shwo aboutVasla Nijinskyone of
the greatest dancers and inmative choreogrghers of the
early 20th centuy. Titled,Nijinsky Speaksl.eonad
portrays an eerview of Vasla Nijinsky€lie through word
and danceemphasizing his egrraining and impdant
performances.Currently, he is one of the debonair
Gentlemen of the 6llies at the Fabulous Palm Springs
Follies.

Leonad statesQl wish to sharthe experience V&
acquied through mawg years of perbrming to inspie
children who hae never taken a song and dance class
bebre or who have limited experience in the &0 His
aim as a teachingt#st is to combine the experiences he
has had in the pesfming ats to develop new, energizing
classes to motivateoung people
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ABOUT THE WORKSHOPS:

Leonad Crofoot does both shot and long term dance
residenciesHe works with students to teach them
basic dance skillggcabulay and experiences so tlge
can ceate their avn work. He encourages students to
be inentive and challenges them toeate both
individual and collec&vmovements though
improvisation and charogrgphy. Students learn he

to take an idea and delop it into a whole dancevhile
building their conbdence in perfing. Leonad will
introduce a simple ideauch as a handshaknd then
guide students to chaogragph their ovn dance asund
this basic gester Skills will include a variety of both
locomotor and axial meementscountingrhythm,
syncopationsequences and phrasiag,vell as
providing students with oppaunities to perbrm
solosduets and ensembleosk. Students will be
guided in discussing and critiquing thearky as well as
thinking about hw dance stengthens other skillsuch
as disciplingoordination teamwork, expression and
remembering sequences thatarsed in so man
other areas of lié.




BEFORE THE WORKSHOP:

¥ Please ha the students war nametagf
the workshop It sares time if thg are made
bebrehand!

¥ Review the importance of listening and
obsewing.Ask the students what it means to
be a @od listener What does it mean to be a
good obsewer? Why is it impottant in day
life? Why is it impotant when the atist is
here?

¥ Please encourage the students teds
appropriately B in clothes that all® them to
move combrtably.Ask that they donfwear
jewelry or take off jewvelry they are wearing
during the classirls should tie their hair
back or use baettes to hold it back.

¥ Review students' ideas about dance
underscoring the idea that it is a uansal
form of expression ér mary cultures of the
world. Discuss the impdance of dancing
togetherin a cooperatie way.Where can thg
use this skill in their les?What professions
utilize the skills learned in a dance class
(focus,working cooperatiely with others,
listening to diectionsyremembering
seguencestc.)?

AFTER THE WORKSHOP:

¥ Review the major points pesented in the
workshopsWhat were the most impotant
ideasWhat paits of the workshop did the
students like best?What did they learn about
danceWhat did they learn about
themseles?

¥ Have students write about something the
see in their @erydg lives that they could
imagine expgssing though ceatiwe
movement or dance
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