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2008 SPOTLIGHT AWARDS PERFORMING ARTS SEMI-FINALISTS 
Listed by category, name, hometown, instrument (if applicable), grade, school name, home county 

 
BALLET 
 
Ellen Akashi  
Fountain Valley  
12th, Fountain Valley High 
Orange 
 
Skylar Campbell  
Ladera Ranch   
12th, Tesoro High 
Orange 
 
Alana Griffith 
Encino  
11th, Highland Hall  
Los Angeles 
 
Karen Johnson  
Orange   
11th, Lutheran High of Orange County 
Orange 
 
Chris Kaiser  
Diamond Bar   
12th, Los Angeles County High School for the Arts 
Los Angeles 
 
Jamie Kopit  
Huntington Beach  
10th, Edison High  
Orange 
 
Natalie Krakirian  
Burbank   
10th, California Virtual Academies  
Los Angeles 
 
Elle Macy 
Huntington Beach  
10th, Huntington Beach High  
Orange 
 
Taryn Nowels  
Huntington Beach  
11th, Huntington Beach High  
Orange 
 
Jacob Robleto 
Covina   
12th, Los Angeles County High School for the Arts 
Los Angeles 
 
Hannah Schiller 
Trabuco Canyon  
10th, Eagles Peak Charter  
Orange 
 
Sareen Tchekmedyian 
Huntington Beach  
10th, Edison High  
Orange 
 
Nicole Vitale  
Aliso Viejo   
12th, Aliso Niguel High  
Orange 
 
Bryn Watkins  
Orange   
9th, El Modena High  
Orange 
 
 

Megan Yamashita  
Newport Coast   
10th, Calvary Chapel High School  
Orange 
 
Mable Yiu  
Laguna Hills   
10th. Laguna Hills High  
Orange 
 
CLASSICAL INSTRUMENTAL 
 
Stephany Bai 
Glendale 
Violin 
11th, Polytechnic 
Los Angeles 
 
James Calix 
South Pasadena 
Clarinet 
12th, Loyola High School of Los Angeles 
Los Angeles 
 
Tim Callobre 
Pasadena 
Guitar 
10th, Polytechnic 
Los Angeles 
 
Austin Chen 
Diamond Bar 
Piano 
9th, Los Angeles County High School for the Arts 
Los Angeles 
 
Jeannie Chen 
Northridge 
Piano 
12th, Granada Hills Senior High 
Los Angeles 
 
Hannah Cho 
Los Angeles 
Violin 
9th, Crossroads 
Los Angeles 
 
Andrea Choi 
Los Angeles 
Piano 
9th, Hamilton Senior High 
Los Angeles 
 
Richard Dobeck 
Santa Monica 
Clarinet 
12th, Santa Monica High School 
Los Angeles 
 
Marley Eder 
Santa Clarita 
Flute 
12th, Academy of the Canyons 
Los Angeles 
 
Linda Edsinga 
San Pedro 
Piano 
11th, South Bay Faith Academy 
Los Angeles 
 
 

Dennis Fang 
Irvine 
Piano 
9th, Arnold O. Beckman High School 
Orange 
 
Allan Hon 
Tustin 
Bass 
12th, Arnold O. Beckman High School 
Orange 
 
Carina Jette 
Arcadia 
Flute 
12th,Flintridge Preparatory 
Los Angeles 
 
Michelle Tseng 
Huntington Beach 
Violin 
12th, Orange County High School of the Arts 
Orange 
 
Tianpeng (Timmy) Yu 
Idyllwild 
Piano 
10th, Idyllwild Arts Academy 
Riverside 
 
CLASSICAL VOICE 
 
Amanda Achen 
Corona 
12th, Corona High 
Riverside 
 
Brianna Beard 
Murrieta 
12th, Murrieta Valley High 
Riverside 
 
Samuel Chan 
Idyllwild 
10th, Idyllwild Arts Academy 
Riverside 
 
Emily Dyer 
Cypress 
11th, Valley Christian High 
Orange 
 
Sophia Kaminski 
Pasadena 
9th, Flintridge Preparatory 
Los Angeles 
 
Ziming Li 
Carlsbad 
11th, La Costa Canyon High 
San Diego 
 
Matthew Lulofs 
Irvine,  
11th, Orange County High School of the Arts 
Orange 
 
Johnathan Ryan McCullough 
Sherman Oaks 
11th, Notre Dame High School 
Los Angeles 
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CLASSICAL VOICE (Continued) 
 
Hannah McDermott 
Manhattan Beach 
10th, Mira Costa High School 
Los Angeles 
 
Andrew Neumayer 
Orange 
12th, Tustin High 
Orange 
 
Elisa Perez-Selsky 
Chino Hills 
12th, Chino Hills High School 
San Bernardino 
 
Sean Plumb 
Los Angeles 
11th, Loyola High School of Los Angeles 
Los Angeles 
 
Matthew Rosell 
Burbank 
12th, Burbank High 
Los Angeles 
 
Melody Stolpp 
Santa Ana 
11th, Foothill High 
Orange 
 
Melissa Zgouridi 
Fullerton 
11th, Orange County High School of the Arts 
Orange 
 
JAZZ INSTRUMENTAL 
 
Joshua Crumbly 
Palmdale 
Bass 
12th, Quartz Hill High 
Los Angeles 
 
John Egizi 
Ventura 
Trombone 
11th, Los Angeles County High School for the Arts 
Ventura 
 
Balam Garcia 
Los Angeles 
Guitar 
11th, Los Angeles County High School for the Arts 
Los Angeles 
 
Ryan Greenfield 
Agoura Hills 
Saxophone 
11th, Los Angeles County High School for the Arts 
Los Angeles 
 
Michael Gurrola 
La Crescenta 
Bass 
12th, Los Angeles County High School for the Arts 
Los Angeles 
 
Levon Henry 
South Pasadena 
Saxophone 
12th, Los Angeles County High School for the Arts 
Los Angeles 
 
 
 

Cameron Johnson 
Los Angeles 
Drums 
10th, Crossroads 
Los Angeles 
 
Justin Klunk 
Torrance 
Saxophone 
12th, Los Angeles County High School for the Arts 
Los Angeles 
 
Justin Kopczynski 
Glendale 
Guitar 
12th, Los Angeles County High School for the Arts 
Los Angeles 
 
Samuel Miller 
Rolling Hills 
Drums 
12th, Los Angeles County High School for the Arts 
Los Angeles 
 
Christopher Mitchell 
Northridge 
Guitar 
12th, Granada Hills Senior High 
Los Angeles 
 
Jihyun Moon 
Glendale 
Piano 
12th, Los Angeles County High School for the Arts 
Los Angeles 
 
Chase Morrin 
San Diego 
Piano 
10th, Canyon Crest Academy 
San Diego 
 
Aaron Provisor 
Los Angeles 
Piano 
12th, Hamilton Senior High 
Los Angeles 
 
Maximillian Zooi 
South Pasadena 
Saxophone 
11th, Los Angeles County High School for the Arts 
Los Angeles 
 
NON-CLASSICAL DANCE 
 
Kevin Le 
Hermosa Beach 
11th, Bishop Montgomery High 
Los Angeles 
 
Ellen Akashi 
Fountain Valley 
12th, Fountain Valley High 
Orange 
 
Ryan Anderson-Clugston 
Lake Elsinore 
12th, Temescal Canyon High 
Riverside 
 
Jordan Casanova 
Chino Hills 
11th , Ayala High 
San Bernardino 
 
 

Jason Cota 
Los Angeles 
12th, Coast High (Alternative) 
Los Angeles 
 
Rai Garcia 
Tujunga 
12th, Los Angeles County High School for the Arts 
Los Angeles 
 
Renee Kester 
Seal Beach 
10th, Orange County High School of the Arts 
Orange 
 
Jared Marks 
Lancaster 
12th, Idyllwild Arts Academy 
Los Angeles 
 
Elizabeth Feliz Martinez 
Los Angeles 
12th, East L.A Alternative Education Center 
Los Angeles 
 
Scott Myrick 
Yorba Linda 
11th, Esperanza High 
Orange 
 
Ginny Ngo 
Alhambra 
11th, Alhambra High 
Los Angeles 
 
Joshua Rodriguez 
Highland Park 
12th, Los Angeles County High School for the Arts 
Los Angeles 
 
Evan Schwarz 
Calabasas 
11th, Los Angeles County High School for the Arts 
Los Angeles 
 
Gabrielle Segall 
West Hills 
11th, New Community Jewish High School 
Los Angeles 
 
Sareen Tchekmedyian 
Huntington Beach 
10th, Edison High 
Orange 
 
NON-CLASSICAL VOICE 
 
Jacqueline Boyadzhyan 
Shadow Hills 
12th, Burbank High 
Los Angeles 
 
Victoria Dumapias 
Fontana 
11th, Etiwanda High 
San Bernardino 
 
Alana Grossman  
Camarillo 
11th, Newbury Park High 
Ventura 
 
Nina Herzog 
Loma Linda 
12th, Orange County High School of the Arts 
San Bernardino 
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NON-CLASSICAL VOICE (Continued) 
 
Derek Klena 
West Covina 
12th, South Hills High 
Los Angeles 
 
Ziming Li 
Carlsbad 
11th, La Costa Canyon High 
San Diego 
 
Matthew McFarland 
Manhattan Beach 
12th, Mira Costa High School 
Los Angeles 
 
Alex Mendoza 
San Gabriel 
12th, Monrovia High 
Los Angeles 
 
Melissa Myatt 
Inglewood 
12th, City Honors High School 
Los Angeles 
 
Minhdang Nguyen 
Buena Park 
12th, Kennedy (John F.) High 
Orange 
 
Erika Peterson 
Laguna Niguel 
12th, Dana Hills High 
Orange 
 
Daniel Reardon 
South Pasadena 
12th, Polytechnic 
Los Angeles 
 
Matthew Rosell 
Burbank 
12th, Burbank High 
Los Angeles 
 
Hannah Schwartz 
San Clemente 
11th, Orange County High School of the Arts 
Orange 
 
Ryan Steinberg 
Los Angeles 
11th, Palisades Charter High School 
Los Angeles 
 

  

 




